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CVER7/A16-3(1) U.S. S. SUWANNEE
(10-grs) _
Serial: (018 ¢/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, Calif,.,
ComQuwlNwlwleDefm=T=T=A=1, 1 O MAR e
From: The Commanding Officer.
To: L—~The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet.
Via: (1) Commander Task Group 51.18. (Commander Carrier
Division Twenty-Two).
(2) Commander Task Group 51.1l. (Commander Group Two,
Fifth Amphibious Force).
(3) Commander Task Force 51. (Commander Fifth Amphib-
ious Force).
(4) Commander Central Pacific Force.
(5) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.
Subject: Action Reports.

Reference: (a) ComGroup Two, Fifth Amphibious confidential ltr.
A16-3(3) Serial 025 of 2/8/Lk.

Enclosure: Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report 5-44.
Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report 6-44.
Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report 7-44.
Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report 8-44.
Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report 9-44.
Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report 10-44.
Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report 1l-44.
Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report 12-44.
Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report 13-44.
Compron 60 Aireraft Action Report li-4i4.
Compron 60 Aircraft Action Report 15-44.
ComFightRon 60 Aircraft Action Report 1l-44.
ComFightRon 60 Aircraft Action Report 2-44.
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1. This vessel took part in the Eniwetok operation as
a unit of Task Group 51.18. Operations in connection with air
support of the attack force and routine Combat Air Patrols and
Anti-Submarine Patrols were conducted.

‘ 2 Forwarded herewith as enclosures are action reports
of attached aireraft units. Other than these aircraft actions,
this vessel had no action with the enemy.

Copy to: M

Cominch
ComAirPac
CincPac
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RESTRICTED

I. GENERAL
(a) Unit Reporting VC~-60 (b) Based on or at___UeS«.8. Suwannee, at Sesdc) Report No._ S=4& ‘
(d) Date of Actionk? February, 1944 (e) Take off: Time 1850=1905 (GCT); Lat.___ xx Long. XX

Attack, Targets of Opportunity in Target Areas 500-~1-4-5-12-13,
(f) Mission Privilege (Eniwetok) Is, Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Is. (g) Time of Return_2305=2310GCT)

Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

> » NOTOF  [NO ENGAGING| N, ATTACK- BOMBS _AND TORPEDOES ‘9
TYPE SQUADRON | SORTIES | ENEMY A/C | ING TARGET CARRIED (PER PLANE) FUZE, SETTING
TBF-1 VC-60 2 0 2 4x350ff Torpex Depth Bombs, | Inst. Nose and Hydro.
TBi-1c " 1 0 1 " L " " Tail.
I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.
TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
N
0
N
E ;
IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
T‘Y"FfE ND NO. ENGAGING TiME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEBOES CARRIED; CAMOUFCAGE AND
OBSERVED | OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARKING
N (6CT)
0
N (GCT)
E
(GCT)
(GCT)
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission (s) Nohe

(i) Weather and Clouds at Location of Encounter(s)

atmosphere =~ (j) Sun or Moon____Average Sunlight (k) Visibility___15 Miles
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in |1 Only).
T(Ya,;E (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: () DA(I&\I}\ el
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
N
(6] :
N 2
E

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO.. PATENTED

/\‘
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VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).
) (b) (@) (e)
TYPE O‘a’VN A/C SQUA%RON TYPEcélEl)faE OEYSEEEXWJNAL CAUSE WHERE HIT, ANGLE — O’;ié_laisRl?SR e
1
- i
i B
s O
5 N
6 E
7
8
9
10
1
12
13
14
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
a ( (e)
h(lo). sou:AbD)RON NAME, RAN(;)OR RATING CA?J)SE CONDITION OR STATUS
N
0
N
E
ViIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED, PLANES RETURNING
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL
A/C ouT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED || NO. OF PLANES 30 50 20MM . MM.
_TBF=1 x x 4210 300 230 gl | NONE
_THi-le| X x . 2 210 gl.|| None
IX. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CLIMB, :
at various altitudes
TURNS No Enemy Aircraft Sightted
DIVES
| CEILINGS
} RANGE
| PROTECTION
; ARMAMENT

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO0., PATENTED
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} (h) Were Photographs Taken ?
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NNDAEBIZ3
- A27/0 'AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

(OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE)

X. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBIJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only),
: Targets of Opportunity in Target Areas 500~1=4-5-12-13,
Privilege (Eniwetok) Is., Eniwetok Atoll.

(a) Location of Target(s)

(¢) Weather and Clouds Over Target

RESTRICTED

CONFIDENTIAL

(b) Time Over Target(s)_2240 GCT

(d) Sun or Moon Average Sunligh (e) Visibility 15 Miles
XI. TARGETS, RESULTS OF ATTACK.
(a) . G (b) A/C ATTACKING (d) BOMBS AND AMMUNITION (e) (f)
O e TaFSeL i i e seunoron oxveNos, excn Tecer | MRIBRET | s
1 500 TBF=-1
Pillboxes and Installations Area /| VC-60 4x350# Torpex DB. 1500 2 (see )
2 TBF=1 :
Installations Area 504 VC-60 . " " 2000 1 (see *)
3 TBM-1c ‘
Installations Areas 501-512 VC~60 " n " 2500 - 2 (see %)
5
6
: |
8

(g) RESULTS: (FOR SHIP TARGETS DRAW DIAGRAM, TOP OR SIDE VIEW OR BOTH, AS APPROPRIATE, SHOWING TYPE AND LOCATION OF HITS. FOR ALL TARGETS
GIVE LOCATION AND EFFECT OF HITS, WITH DIAGRAMS OR CHARTS WHERE DESIRABLE. DESCRIBE TARGETS FULLY IN (a), AND IN REPORTING DAMAGE OR
DESTRUCTION, IDENTIFY BY NUMBERS AT LEFT. USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY).

# 1, In this instance the bomb release mechanism failed to function properly resulting
in dropping of two bombs when the bomb bay doors were opened.

2, One bomb landed in the water while two others were seen to drop but not explode. These

two bombs may be presumed to dudse.

3. Two Bombs missed target and hit in the Lagoon.

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED

__LPhotographs of Damage, When Taken, Should Be Attached.
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XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,
ENGAGEMENT WiTH ENEmy|  following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

OWN AIRCRAFT
Disposition
Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire No enemy aircraft nor anti-aircraft fire was observed,

Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
" " : Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
3 ” , Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Release
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment A
Anti-aircraft
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics 2
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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XI1l. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necessary).

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
IFF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures The bomb release mechanism in one of the TBF's in
PROTECTION this flight faield to the extent that in two different runs, when
] Nees omb bay doors were opened, a bomb fell out of the aircraft.

of Fire Needing Further the b o 4 ’

Protection Upon being questioned, the pilot stated that he followed the usual
S s procedure in preparing for a bomb drop, but that in some way the
. T bombs had become released from the racks upon opening the bomb
Life Belts, Life Rafts bay doors, which caused premature drops both of which landed in the iap
%aniZ:;eEELTSKits lagoon.

Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe
Control Surfaces
Control System
Dive Flaps
Landing Gear
Heating System
Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT
Engines
Engine Accessories
Propellers
Lubricating System
Starters
Exhaust Dampers.

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Auxiliary Plant

Lights
FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel W

APPROVED BYy
W L. UEM
5 t. USNR, C.Q4 VC-60 18 F‘bmaq 19141}

SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY DATE

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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CONFIBENTIA

I. GENERAL

VC-60

- (a) Unit Reporting (b) Based on or at USS SUWANNEE,At Sea (¢) Report NO.L

(d) Date of Action_17 February 19k Take off: Timel850=190%5:CT); Lat. XX
Attack., Target Areas 749 & 752 and/or Wooded Area on

(f) MissionEngebl (Fragile) Is.Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall g Time of Return@310=2348CT)

Long_ XX

Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

e | souson | NS0 NSRS R Ve
TBF-1 | VC=60 2 0 2 Lx350# Torpex Depth B, |Inst. Nose, Hydro-
TBM=-1c » 4 0 4 W w -

A
I11. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.
TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
N
0
N
E

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).

i N NO. ENGAGING TiMe LocATON OF BOMBS, TORPEQOES CARRIED; CAMOUFPAGE AND

TYPE OBSERVED | OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARKING

(GCT)

N

0 (GCT)
N
E (GCT)
(GCT)
. (h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) NONE

(i) Weather and Clouds at Location of Encounter (s)_Culmulus 7/10 Covered 2200 Ft, Clear Atmosphere

(j) Sun or Moon_AVerage sun above (k) Visibility_15 miless

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

(b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY:
TYPE A/C SQUADRON

() (d)
WHERE HIT, ANGLE CDCMQ%E

TYPE
ENEMY A/C PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO.. PATENTED
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VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in 1l only).

: (e)

TYPE (;;‘;N A/C SQU%RON TYpE QUN, OEYSEE%%EFIONAL CAUSE WHERE '("d')T ANGLE ol © i

1 TBM=le| VC«~60 Operational - Tail AXXXXX Engine Change, FProp=-
i Hook pulled out on peller change, over=-
e catching arresting bhaul tail hook as-

4 in landing aboard, sembly

5 (3-4 days inopera-
6 tive)

7 .

8

9

10
1
12
13
14

VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
N
N

VIII. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED, PLANES RETURNING

TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL FUEL

A/C ouT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED NO. OF PLANES .30 .50 20MM MM.
TRF=1 X x L:10 300 210 None

i (1]

TBM-lc[ X x " : i

IX. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

No enemy aireraft seene

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTFR CO., PATENTED
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COMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE)

X. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only),
Target Areas 749 & 752 and/or Wooded area on Engebi

(a) Location of Target(s) (Fragile)Is. Eniwetok Atoll.MarshallpfsSw.. Over Target(sR235=45ccT

(¢) Weather and Clouds Over Target_ Cumulus Clouds, 7/10 covered 2200 Ft, Clear Atmosphere

(d) Sunor Moon____AvVerage sun above (e) Visibility__ 19 miles
XI. TARGETS, RESULTS OF ATTACK.
DESCRIPTION OF TARGET (Lt Al ship b A OINKINE | e, tcw ey | Aqeeor | s
1 TBM-le
See Above vC-60 None x 0 (see* be.)
2 TBF=1
__Installations areas 750-751 | VC=60 Four 1500 |2 "
3 TRM-1¢ Four
__Installations in Wooded Area | VC-60 1600 av, 4 "
: TBM=-le
" . " i VC~60 Four ' 2300 L "
5 . TBF=1
Target Areas 759 & 760 VC=60 Four 1800 |4 "
6 TEM=-1c
Target Areas 747 & 748 VC=-60 Four 1200 L "
7
8

(g) RESULTS: (FOR SHIP TARGETS DRAW DIAGRAM, TOP OR SIDE VIEW OR BOTH, AS APPROPRIATE, SHOWING TYPE AND LOCATION OF HITS. FOR ALL TARGETS é

GIVE LOCATION AND EFFECT OF HITS, WITH DIAGRAMS OR CHARTS WHERE DESIRABLE. DESCRIBE TARGETS FULLY IN (a), AND IN REPORTING DAMAGE OR
DESTRUCTION, IDENTIFY BY NUMBERS AT LEFT. USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY).

l, Radiomen in tunnel of this plane had station indicator on wrong sta-
tion. Being a new man, he had apparently forgotten instructions and the
situation was not remied until after the aircraft had returned to the ship.

2, Two hits were observed, one each in areas 750 and 751. OUne bomb was
seen to drop in the water and the fourth was unobserved.

3, One bomb was seen to hit in area 742, the other three hitting in areas
748 and 752 in the woods.

L. 8kl four bombs were seen to hit in wooded areas 748 and 752.

5. This pilot did not hear target designations and made no drop on his
first run. On his second run all four bombs were dropped and four hits
were seen in areas 759 and 760,

6. Two bombs were observed to hit in the trenches of area 747 and two in
the wooded area of the southeast corner of area 748,

(h) Were Photographs Taken?_N@_ Photographs of Damage, When Taken, Should Be Attached.

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED



